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教學目標:Course Goals: 
What has happened in China between the end of the Cultural Revolution and 
today? The purpose of this course is to introduce the students to the 
political, economical and social evolutions of Mainland China during the last 
twenty–five years. Most students know very little of the complex evolutions 
of the country. To understand China today, it is important to look at 
history, men, factions and how this made China what it is today.
The purpose of this course is not to have students memorize in detail all the 
events that took place, rather to become more familiar with the men who acted 
on them and to make a careful analysis of how and why these events unfolded.

課程範圍: This course deals with the China of the Reforms (中國的改革), that is 
the history of Mainland China from 1978, the beginning of the reforms 
initiated by Deng Xioaping until today.

授課方式: This course is taught in English. It is first aimed at foreign 
exchange students, but also open to all students whose mastery of English is 
good enough to attend the course. If explanations are necessary, the 
professor will translate into Chinese.

課程進度及綱要:
At the beginning of the course, students will be given a little booklet con-
taining documents of reference. This booklet will be often used during the 
classes and therefore should be brought each time.
The method used is historical. After an introduction recalling the most 
important events in the contemporary history of China, each period of the 
reforms of the last twenty-five years will be examined and analyzed in its 
political, economic and social aspects.
 After an introduction recalling the most important events in the 
contemporary history of Mainland China (first 1840-1949; second 1949-1976), 
it examines successively the various periods of the reforms:
1. The Beginning of the Reforms: 1978-1984: The return of Deng Xiaping and 
the first economic and social reforms (agriculture; special economic zones; 
family planning; education)  
2. The Unfolding of the Reforms: 1985-1988: The 1985 Party Conference. Reform 
of the political system; first student movement. Economic difficulties; 
inflation leading to the 1989 crisis.
3. The 1989 Crisis (June 4) and the Program of “Curing & Rectifying” the 
Economy: 1989-1991: The fall of Zhao Ziyang and the rise of Jiang Zemin and 
Li Peng. 
4. The Time of Moving Forward: 1992-2002
 a. 1992-1997 After Deng Xiaoping’s Southern Trip until his death (1997) : a 
new approach to development, rise of foreign direct investment.
 b. From the 15th to the 16th Party Congresses 1997-2002: Zhu Rongji as Prime 
Minister. The issue of unemployment and enterprise reform. Rise of the 
private sector. 
 c. The present questions that China has to face: Inequalities, disparities 
between regions and between urban and rural areas. What is the future of 
China?

參考書籍: Reference Material:
For each part, various references will be given in sheets handed over to the 
students. Most of the information and analyses are drawn from various 
articles published in the Newsletter "China News Analysis" of which the 
professor was Chief-Editor between 1988 and 1998.

評分方式:Final Examination:
The final examination will be composed of two parts:
First, students will be asked to write a report of around 10 pages (or more) 
on a topic of their choice, but dealing with the period examined during this 
course. The topic must be decided at the latest at the end of November and 
agreed upon with the professor. The report must be written in English and 
show the capacity of analysis of the students. Reports made with the method 
“copy and paste” from websites will not be accepted. 
Second, at the end of the course, a simple multiple choice questions test 
will be answered by the students. Questions will all be drawn from the course 



and should not be difficult for any student who has attended the course 
regularly.
Grades: The report will count for 70 percent of the total, and the test for 
30 percent.


