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課程名稱 
Course Title 傳染病專論

授課教師 
Instructor 魏希斌

學年度
Academic
year

93 學期
Semester 1

課程大綱

Pathology and Epidemiology of HIV/AIDS
Graduate Seminar
Department of Public Health
Dr, Weaver
Mondays: 13:40-16:40

Infectious diseases represent a continuing major public health concern. This 
class will assess the origins and development of two contemporary infectious 
diseases: AIDS and SARS. We will look at the historical and biological 
dimensions of the outbreak and subsequent contagion of these two diseases in 
order to gain additional insight to their future control and eradication.

Date Class topic Pages of Text
 Part 1: HIV/AIDS 
9/20 Introduction to course, assessment of general knowledge of the subject 
9/27 History of AIDS outbreak: 1981-1986; 1987-1992 1-18
10/4 History of AIDS outbreak: 1993-1997; 1998-2003 19-44
10/11 The HIV Life Cycle 45-49
10/18 The Immune System—An Overview; How the Immune System Fights Disease 50-
60
10/25 How HIV Damages the Immune System; The Stages of HIV Disease 61-71
11/1 Acute HIV Infection; Overview: Transmission and Prevention; Survival of 
HIV in the Environment 72-79
11/8 Misperceptions About HIV and Its Transmission; The Origins of AIDS and 
HIV; The Power of Words 80-90
11/15 Midterm Exam 
 Part 2: SARS (this portion of the syllabus will be assigned at the beginning 
of Part 2) 
11/22 SARS 
11/29 “ 
12/6 No class (school holiday?) 
12/13 SARS 
12/20 “ 
12/27 “ 
1/3 “ 
1/10 “ 
1/17 Final Exam 

Course Objective
The course objective is to familiarize you with a basic background to the 
diseases of AIDS and SARS – their disease processes, target tissues and 
potential causes and prevention. We will focus on the historical development 
of our understanding of these diseases first and then look at the basic 
disease mechanisms of both. I would expect that at the end of the course you 
will have obtained a thorough understanding of these two major infectious 
diseases which continue to challenge public health efforts to contain and 
eradicate them.

Course Requirements: Class Participation.
This is a seminar styled course which means that each weekly class meeting 
will be based on a discussion of assigned articles which have been provided 
in your book of readings. This means of course that you are expected to read 
the assignment(s) and take notes from your reading. I will give you a weekly 
set of questions which are based on the reading assignment which will help 
you to focus on the main points of the reading. Your participation in the 
weekly discussions is essential for a successful class and learning 
environment. I will note your performance in this regard very carefully. I 
want all of you to have an adequate opportunity to express your ideas or to 
ask questions in English. This is therefore an opportunity to use the 
discussion format in English and thus improve your English skills.

Course Requirements: Oral Presentations for Midterm and Final Exams
I will use the opportunity of the midterm and final examinations to help me 
assess your performance in this class. For both midterm and final exam, you 
will choose any topic you wish (HIV/AIDS for midterm and SARS for final) to 
prepare and deliver in class a brief (15-20 minutes) presentation. Please 
give me the topic you wish to present several weeks before the actual 
presentation (11/1/04 for the midterm and 1/3/05 for the final). I will judge 



you on:
1.your ability to find and utilize primary sources
2.your ability to organize your resources
3.your ability to present the topic (clarity, coherence, cohesion, use of 
supporting materials, logic of argumentation, behavioral assets, etc.)


