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課程大綱

Tentative Syllabus for Junior Conversation Class (spring)
Lecturer: Francis Yu-fen Kuo
Notice: These are general guidelines to the course. Students will be informed 
of any change or modification.
Duration of the Course: Feb. 21, 2005- June. 18, 2005
Email (for student): guoyufen@yahoo.com (junk mails are not allowed!!)
Course Description：The objective of this course is to help students develop 
oral English competence through communicative methods. To cope with the need 
for catching up with the ever-changing world, this course will be focused on 
discussions on current affairs. 
In every class meeting, several students’ names will be drawn by luck to do a 
brief oral report of both the domestic and international news from the past 
one week. Other regular in-class activities include discussions about Taiwan, 
pronunciation and intonation correction, small talks on everyday life topics 
(focused on business and travels), study and application of American idioms 
and slang, etc.
On top of that, we will explore more of the different facets of the English 
language in depth with the guidance of the textbook—Exploring Language. 
Appointed textbook & materials：Exploring Language & newspapers or news 
magazines
Scoring Policy： 20% Midterm（individual report）；20% Final (spontaneous 
speech)；30% Group representations；30% In-class participation and class 
attendance record
On Attendance: You are allowed 3 excused absences and one unexcused absence. 
4 absences (including tardies) will put your grade below 50 and you risk the 
possibility of retaking the class. 3 tardies is equal to an absence and a 
drop in grade. 8 tardies is equal to a possibility of retaking the class. 
Absence includes excused sicknesses. 5 points will be deducted from the final 
score for each unexcused absence. 
On presentation: No script is allowed. No Chinese is allowed without the 
teacher’s consent. For each group representation, the responsibilities of 
each member have to be clearly written down on the paper for the teacher’s 
grading reference. There will be 2 grades for each group representation—one 
for the individual and the other for the group as a whole. 
Please refer to the next page for a more detailed tentative class schedule.

Tentative Schedule:
Week Date Course Contents Assignment
1 2/23 Introduction
On Love 
2 3/2 On Love
On Beauty 
3 3/9 On Beauty continued
Talks about Taiwan (1) 
4 3/16 Talks about Taiwan (2) 
5 3/23 Talks about Taiwan (3) 
6 3/30 Talks about Taiwan (4) 
7 4/6 
 4/6 is a holiday.
8 4/13 Film 
9 4/20 Midterm Exam Week (radio shows) 
10 4/27 Radio shows continued 
11 5/4 Feedbacks on the film 
12 5/11 Talks about Taiwan (5) 
13 5/18 Talks about Taiwan (6) 
14 5/25 Censorship and Free Speech (Chapter 7) 
15 6/1 He Says/ She Says (Chapter 8) 
16 6/8 Spontaneous speech 
17 6/15 Final Exam Week (spontaneous speech continued) 


