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Environmental Pathology

Course Objective
This course is designed to familiarize you with the major chemical groups of 
chemical carcinogens that humans are exposed to in their environment. We will 
also address the question of how these chemicals induce cancer, their impact 
on the genomic DNA and the genetic defenses used to protect against DNA 
changes. Thus it is hoped that in understanding of the nature of the 
underlying mechanisms of cause and effect between potential carcinogenic 
agents and their target organs we will have a better overall grasp of the 
causes of cancer and how to address more effectively the solution to this 
public health problem.

Course Requirement: Class Participation
This is a seminar styled course which means of course that each weekly class 
meeting will be based on group discussion of assigned questions based on 
topics taken from our text. Each on has the responsibility to prepare for and 
participate in the class discussions.

Course Requirement: Oral Presentation
As on basis to assess your performance in this class I am going to ask you to 
choose two research articles and prepare to lead a class discussion at the 
time of midterm exams and again at the time of the final. The presentation 
topics must be related to a chemical carcinogen as a specific causative agent 
of cancer. This will test your ability to lead a professional discussion 
within the context of assessing the role of putative chemical carcinogens and 
neoplasia.
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