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Course Description:
This is an introductory course to children’s literature. Both theoretical and 
practical aspects of the study of western children’s literature and its 
applications to English teaching will be covered in this course. During the 
semester, students need to read a lot of texts, mostly written for young 
children in particular. Active participation in class is a must. In addition, 
students are required to keep reading journals, hand in a short report, and 
do an individual project—either story-telling or storybook-making. Quizzes 
will be given with notice in advance. Class activities include: lecture, 
group discussion and presentation, individual presentation and video 
watching. 

Tentative Syllabus:
Sept. 22  Opening
Sept. 29  Literature for children: learning about literature
Oct. 6  Genres in children’s literature
Oct. 13  Strategies for reading children’s literature
Oct. 20  Movies: Charlotte’s Web
Oct. 27  Understanding & responding to literature
Nov. 3  Pictures books
Nov. 10  Selected authors
Nov. 17  Mid-term
Nov. 24   Character
Dec. 1  Plot
Dec. 8  Theme
Dec. 15  Setting
Dec. 22  Point of view
Dec. 29  Style
Jan. 5  Tone
Jan. 12   Review
Jan. 19  Final

Textbooks:
Schulman, Janet.  The 20th Century Children’s Book Treasury  Random House 
White, E. B.  Charlotte’s Web  Taipei, Bookman 

Reference books:
Lukens, Rebecca J.  A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature 7thed  
Pearson Education. Inc. ( Bookman )
Glazer, Joan I.  Introduction to Children’s Literature 2nd ed  Prentice Hall 
(Bookman)
Russell, David L.  Literature for Children: a short introduction 3rd ed  
Longman ( Crane ) 
Nodelman, Perry and Reimer, Mavis.  The Pleasure of Children’s Literature 3rd 
ed
 Pearson Education. Inc. ( Bookman )

Evaluation:
Class Participation   25%
Reading Journal        25%
Midterm (&quizzes)     25% 
Final Project     25%

* 3 unexcused absences will result in failing the course.

* You are required to keep a record of your readings. Each entry should 
include at least the title, plot and your reflection. The analysis of 
literature elements (characters, theme, setting, point of view, style, tone) 
is strongly recommended. In addition, you can also write down your ideas 
about how to integrate the work into English teaching. Bring your journal to 
class every week and be ready to share what you’ve read with the whole class.     

* Quizzes will be given with notice in advance.

* Final project will be either story telling or storybook-making. More 
guidelines will be provided in class. 




