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授課教師 
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學年度
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year

94 學期
Semester 1

課程大綱

Poetry of the Blues Fall 2005  Thomas Nash SF225, ext. 2563 
engl1001@mails.fju.edu.tw
      Raphael Schulte, Honorary Doctor of the Blues 

教學目標、課程範圍、授課方式: The blues is an important African-American lyrical 
and musical form.  This course will look at the lyrics of blues songs as 
poetry, to explore their meaning and structure, and to learn to enjoy them as 
works of art.  Through the works of well-known performers we will examine 
recurrent themes and forms, including “floating verses” which pass from one 
song to another.  In addition to reading, discussing, and writing about the 
lyrics, we will engage in some serious listening.  (Course developed by R. 
Schulte & T. Nash)

課程進度及綱要
1 9/21 Introduction to the Blues
2 9/28 Film and discussion: Crossroads
3 10/5 The music of the blues
4 10/12 Work songs, hollers and spirituals  [Group 1]
5 10/19 Bessie Smith      [Group 2]
6 10/16 Mississippi John Hurt    [Group 3]
7 11/2 Memphis Minnie     [Group 4]
8 11/9 Cutting Heads I: Blues Women
9 11/16 Blind Lemon Jefferson    [Group 5]
10 11/23 Robert Johnson      [Group 6]
11 11/30 Test: Listening identification & essay
12 12/7 Cutting Heads II: Piano Blues
13 12/14 Blind Willie McTell     [Group 7]  CD review due
14 12/21 Booker White      [Group 8]
15 12/28 Literary Blues      [Group 9]
16 1/4 Bob Dylan       [Group 10]
17 1/11 Cutting Heads III: Chicago Blues
18 1/18 Some favorites // Refrain       final paper due

課程要求與評分方式 Requirements:
weekly journal (20%): read all the songs assigned for the week, and write a 
response on one song (or comparing at most two songs). Consider both meaning 
and form.
group presentation (15%): present (20-30 minutes) an analysis of one song 
assigned by the professor. The song must also be sung.  Focus on the song 
itself, rather than on the performer.
test (15%): listen to and identify song excerpts; write essay on choice of 
one of three songs.
transcriptions (5%): listen to “extra” songs for which no lyrics are 
provided, and transcribe them (write down what the singer sings, with 
attention to the structure of the song.  There are nine (9) such songs; 
transcribe your choice of three (3).  See the folders for Bessie Smith, 
Mississippi John Hurt, Memphis Minnie, Blind Lemon Jefferson, Robert Johnson, 
and Blind Willie McTell.  Turn in individual transcriptions the week after 
the unit the song is in.
CD review (10%): Listen to the blues CD provided, read the liner notes, and 
write a short response (2-3 pages) placing the music on the CD in the context 
of what you have studied in the course.
final paper (25%): write an analysis of (a) one song, in depth, or (b) two to 
three related songs, in depth. You may not use the song your group presents, 
nor a Cutting Heads winner.
participation (10%): attendance, class discussions, questions, cooperation 
with group.
Note 1: Be sure to read “Suggestions for studying the lyrics and listening to 
the songs” on the disk. 
Note 2: Plagiarism of any sort will result in a failing grade.


