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學年度
Academic
year

94 學期
Semester 1

課程大綱

教學目標:
By the end of this class, students should: 
1. understand how characteristics of families (structure, race/ethnicity, SES 
background), sociohistorical time, and place interact to increase or decrease 
the likelihood of poverty.
2. understand the causes of poverty, in the United States, in Taiwan, and 
elsewhere in the world.
3. appreciate the influence of context (e.g., income, wealth, communities, 
policies, programs, paid and unpaid work) for understanding family poverty.
4. understand the consequences of poverty for women, men, and children.
5. appreciate historical and current attitudes about poor individuals and 
families.
6. understand, through class activities and readings, the barriers faced by 
families in poverty.
7. increase awareness of local, national, and international policies and 
programs designed for poor families.

課程範圍:
This course will examine families in poverty with attention focused on the 
causes and consequences of family poverty, including global economic factors, 
migration patterns, and political/social crises. Included will also be an 
investigation of policies and programs for poor families, within the United 
States, in Taiwan, and in other countries.

授課方式:
The class will be presented in English, with Chinese translation as needed. 

課程進度及綱要:
週次 日期 進度內容
上學期
01  課程介紹並分組
02  讀書會
03  讀書會
04  讀書會
05  讀書會
06  讀書會
07 11/4 Dr. Richards上課
07 11/5 Dr. Richards上課
07 11/6 Dr. Richards上課
08 11/12 Dr. Richards上課
08 11/13 Dr. Richards上課
09  期末報告的討論
下學期
01  口頭報告
02  口頭報告
03  口頭報告

參考書籍:
The United Nations Development Programme (1997). Human Development Report, 
1997, pp. 2-23. New York: United Nations Development Programme.
 
The United Nations Development Programme (2000). Overcoming Human Poverty, 
pp. 8-14. New York: United Nations Development Programme.
 
Edin, K. & Lein, L. (1996). Work, welfare, and single mothers' economic 
survival strategies. American Sociological Review, 61, 253-266.
 
McLoyd, V. C. (1998). Socioeconomic disadvantage and child development. 
American Psychologist, 53, 185-204.
 
Phipps, S. (2001). Values, policies and the well-being of young children in 
Canada, Norway, and the United States. In K. Vleminckx & T. M. Smeeding 
(Eds.), Child Well-Being, Child Poverty and Child Policy in Modern Nations, 



pp. 79-97. Bristol, UK: The Policy Press.

評分方式:
1.讀書會參與及帶領討論 (10%)
2.Dr. Richards上課作業及考試（70％）
3.期末報告 (20%)


