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Contemporary Canadian Literature and Culture   Mon 18:40-20:20
Instructor: Leonora Yang楊如英    Rm ES 504
E-mail: leonora@mails.fju.edu.tw    Spring 2006

COURSE OBJECTIVE

This course is an introduction to Canadian Literature in English based on 
work with texts and it will follow a methodology which is similar to that 
used in English Literature. We will study two novels by Contemporary Canadian 
writers, as well as a selection of contemporary Canadian poems. While 
studying the texts, the teacher will provide information about the 
historical, geographical and sociocultural aspects of Canada. Whenever 
possible, we will establish connections between the Canadian texts and other 
literature texts in English that the students may know.

COURSE POLICIES

˚ Attendance: You are expected to attend all class sessions and to have read 
the assigned reading for each week. If you must miss a class, I want you to 
let me know in advance.
˚ Late Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted unless you have 
cleared it with me in advance.
˚ Journals: One to two page(s) typed response to each week's reading, based 
on your impressions and thoughts about the assigned work(s). You can discuss 
central themes and ideas, style and structure, imagery, and so on. Please 
keep all your journal entries together in a folder. 
˚ Oral presentation: You will prepare a ten to fifteen minute presentation on 
a topic inspired by a close reading of the text(s). You may prepare handouts 
outlining your talk. The presentation should also include questions that will 
open the class discussion. You don't have to turn in a journal that week but 
do let me know what your topic is.
˚ Critical bibliographies: You will collect and organize a bibliography of 
secondary sources related to the selected work(s) and/or author(s). The 
bibliography should be typed and should follow the MLA style. When scholarly 
essays are not available you may include reviews. The bibliography should 
include at least ten entries, two of which should be annotated. These 
annotations should be one paragraph long and information dense, including 
descriptions and assessments of the books and articles. 

GRADING
Participation in Class Discussions     10%
Reading journals        20% 
Oral presentation        20% 
Critical bibliography       20% 
Pop Quizzes and Final Exam      30%

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

 Date Topics
1 02/20 Open & Introduction--Canadian Portraits
2 02/27 Margaret Atwood's Surfacing Chp.1-4 (pp. 1-40)
3 03/06 Surfacing Chp.5-9 (pp. 41-82)
4 03/13 Surfacing Chp.10-14 (pp. 83-124)
5 03/20 Surfacing Chp.15-20 (pp. 125-162)
6 03/27 Surfacing Chp.21-afterword (pp. 163-195)
7 04/03 Spring Break—no class
Reading—Joy Kogawa's Obasan Chp. 1-7 (pp. 1-42)
8 04/10 Leonard Cohen’s music & literature 
Reading—Obasan Chp. 8-13 (pp. 43-76)
9 04/17 Mid-term week—group reports on Canadian musicians
10 04/24 group reports on Canadian musicians, cont.
11 05/01 Asian Canadian Experience
A. Mukherjee's "Canadian Nationalism, Canadian Literature and Racial Minority 
Women"
12 05/08 Obasan Chp. 14-16 (pp. 77-123)
13 05/15 Obasan Chp. 17-23 (pp. 124-166)



14 05/22 Obasan Chp. 24-23 (pp. 167-220)
15 05/29 Obasan Chp. 24-Appendix (pp. 221-250)
16 06/05 Double Happiness (film by Mina Shum)
17 06/12 Final Exam 


