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Course Description: English is the most widely used language for 
international communication. Good English skills are important to anyone who 
wants or needs to communicate on an international basis. Reading the English 
newspaper and listening to English newscasts on the radio and TV are 
necessary for gaining fluency in English. As students of journalism, you need 
to work extra hard to improve your English by working along these lines. This 
course is designed to offer you training in these areas. Specifically, the 
course aims to teach the students (1) what the English-language newspaper is 
like, (2) how Chinese-language newspapers differ from English-language 
newspapers, (3) how you can become able to read an English newspaper without 
difficulty, (4) how you can improve your ability to understand news reports 
on the radio and TV, and (5) how news is written in English. That’s a great 
deal of work, so you must study diligently and not fool around.

Teaching Procedures:
This semester, we will begin by learning about the terms journalists use in 
their work, and then we will study the differences between Chinese and 
English newspapers. At the same time, we will read English newspapers while 
examining the structures and characteristics of English news stories. You 
will be required to make oral reports about the news stories you read.

Textbook and Studying Materials:
1. How to Read an English Newspaper (文鶴出版公司) (To be bought later)
2. The China Post / Taiwan News / Taipei Times 
3. Handouts

Requirements:
Attendance will be taken and tests given frequently. A student will be failed 
if he or she (1) is absent five times or more, (2) misses three tests/class 
presentations or more, or (3) misses the mid-term exam or final exam or both. 
I know that it is often hard to get up early on Monday morning, but there is 
no excuse for coming late habitually. Missing many classes will make it hard 
for you to learn.

Exams, tests and class presentations: 
There will be a mid-term exam and a final exam, and many class 
presentations/tests. You should be well prepared for each and every one of 
them.  

Grades:
Tests and homework: 40%
Mid-term exam: 20%
Final exam: 40%

Photo: 
Turn in a recent photo of yourself within two weeks. Write your name, student 
number, and major on the back.

Tips on how to learn:
1. Read one English newspaper every week. You need not go through the entire 
paper. 
  Read two or three pages entirely and some stories on other pages that 
interest you.
2. When reading an article, don’t look up every unknown word in the 
dictionary. Look 
  up the key words—words that make it impossible to understand the article.
3. The first paragraph (called the lead by journalists) is usually the most 
important 
  part of a news article. Try to understand this paragraph well. The lead is 
usually a 
  long sentence. Look for its subject (usually the first word or two) and 



verb, and its 
  meaning should be easy to work out.
4. Listen to newscasts on ICRT or watch the CNN channel every day for at 
least 10 minutes. Don’t be frustrated if you don’t understand much. Keep it 
up and you will understand more and more.
5. Write down difficult/important words and phrases in a notebook and review 
them   frequently. 
6. Use your good dictionary whenever necessary. You should have a good 
dictionary, 
especially an English-to-English one. The following are good dictionaries you 
should consider buying:
  1. Macmillan English Dictionary
  2. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (New Edition)
  3. Webster’s New World Dictionary 

Contacting Your Teacher: 
Since I don’t have office hours at this university, the best way you can 
contact me, besides talking to me during class and recess, is by e-mailing 
me, which is very convenient. My e-mail address is bruce7674@hotmail.com. I 
will reply to your mail, if necessary, as soon as possible.

Special personal problems: 
If you have any personal problems (for example you are an overseas Chinese), 
please let me know as soon as possible.


