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SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION (SLA)  Spring 2006  Thomas Nash
(SF225, ext. 2563; engl1001@mails.fju.edu.tw) [Larsen-Freeman, Diane, and 
Michael H.
(1) 2/21 T Introduction   Long. An Introduction to Second Language
(2) 2/24 F Introduction   Acquisition Research. NY: Longman, 1991.]
(3) 3/3 F  Methodology  Chapter 2
(4) 3/7 T          Methodology
(5) 3/10 F Types of Data Analysis Chapter 3
(6) 3/14 T Types of Data Analysis
(7) 3/17 F Experiment 1 (methodology)
(8) 3/21 T Types of Data Analysis
(9)  3/24 F Experiment 2 (types of data analysis)
(10) 3/28 T Substantive Findings Chapter 4
(11) 3/31 F Substantive Findings
(12) 4/7 F Substantive Findings
(13) 4/11 T Experiment 3 (substantive findings)
(14) 4/14 F Article discussion (see page 3)
(15) 4/18 T The Linguistic Environment for SLA  Chapter 5
(16) 4/21 F The Linguistic Environment for SLA
(17) 4/25 T The Linguistic Environment for SLA
(18) 4/28 F Experiment 4 (linguistic environment)
(19) 5/2 T Explanations for Differential Success  Chapter 6
(20) 5/5 F Explanations for Differential Success
(21) 5/9 T Explanations for Differential Success
(22) 5/12 F Experiment 5 (differential success)
(23) 5/16 T  Instructed SLA   Chapter 8
(24) 5/19 F Instructed SLA
(25) 5/23 T Instructed SLA
(26) 5/26 F Experiment 6 (instructed SLA)
(27) 5/30 T  Theories in SLA           Chapter 7
(28) 6/2 F Theories in SLA
(29) 6/6 T Theories in SLA   final deadline Report Comments
(30) 6/9 F Final discussion
(31) 6/13 T Review
(32) 6/16 F Exam

Requirements Experiment and report (35%): Groups set up and conduct 
experiment; report written with demonstration of the contribution of each 
member; due two weeks after the experiment (in principle). Report comments 
(10%): Read and comment on the experiment report of another group. Review of 
journal article (20%): due on or before 5/12; include a complete copy of the 
article; from works that are cited in the textbook, or relevant more recent 
article. Participation (15%): attendance, participation in experiments, 
reading, questions, discussion. Final exam OR reflective paper (20%) (class 
choice—see page 4).

PSEUDO-EXPERIMENTS AND REPORTS       SLA SPRING 2006

Pseudo-experiments
*These are small-scale attempts to attempt to test some of the ideas from the 
textbook and discussion.
*Choose an experiment from the list, or from the reading (or of your own 
creation).
*You will need to discuss the planning of your experiment with the professor.
*Plan the TIME you need carefully.  You should use at least one period to 
conduct your experiment; you may use the full class time if necessary.  In 
any extra time you may explain the purpose of your experiment, or ask the 
subjects to comment on the experiment or on their own performance (this may 
provide more data for you).  You may not use the time to give a conclusion—it 
will be too soon for that.
*Plan and practice the instructions, materials, and procedures of your 
experiment.  Instructions need to be very clear.

REPORTS  MLA format [heading and title, page numbers, tables and 
illustrations, documentation, Works Cited form, quotations, ellipsis, setting 
off linguistic examples]
*Reports should be written in such a way as to demonstrate the contributions 
of each group member.  A report may be broken into sections to be written by 



different people.  *A report must include the following sections:

Introduction/Background What is the question that was investigated?  Brief 
summary of related findings in the textbook (or other sources)
Design All materials, instructions given, language used as test material, 
number of subjects, and so forth (what exactly went on in the experiment)
Results Complete and explicit results; Any figures (tables or graphs)
Discussion (of results) Interpretation (in relation to the Introduction); 
alternative interpretations; problems
Conclusion Summarize the most important findings
[Works Cited]—if appropriate; not needed for the textbook alone
[Appendices]—some material from Design and Results may be too long to include 
in the text of the report

Article discussion Cook, Vivian. “Going Beyond the Native Speaker in Language 
Teaching.”
TESOL Quarterly 33 (1999): 185-209.

REVIEWING AN ARTICLE:  Read it according to the method taught in class (see 
below, also); in your review first summarize it briefly, and then relate it 
to the textbook, class discussion, (experiments), and your own experience.  
Discuss how the article is important (or not) and what your peers could learn 
from it.  Format: Put the bibliographic information on the article at the top 
of the first page of your review, in the same form as for MLA Works Cited. 
Reviews with incorrect format here will be returned for revision. Type 
Reviewed by ____ two lines down, with your full name in boldface.
 The article must be about SLA, and must be in a professional journal.  A 
chapter of a book is not acceptable. Articles from online journals will not 
be acceptable without prior permission.

Reading a professional article: If the title looks interesting or important 
for your interests, read the abstract. Then read the introduction and the 
conclusion, and skim the References (Works Cited). If you follow the main 
idea and are still interested, go back and read the whole article from the 
beginning, including the abstract. (If you don’t follow well after the first 
step, abandon the article and choose another.) When finished, reread if 
necessary. Take points you don’t understand to ask your friendly professor. 
If you really can’t understand the article, give it up and find one more 
suitable for you.

Final exam: One question on each chapter; answer 4 questions.

Reflective paper: Consider how what you learn about SLA in the course applies 
to yourself as both a language learner and a (prospective) language teacher. 
Pick out important concepts from each chapter and relate them to your own 
experience, and to the language situation in your society(s).  You do not 
have to include everything that is covered in the course, but you do have to 
discuss SLA concepts from the two perspectives of learner and teacher. At 
least three pages.


