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課程大綱

Course: Modern Taiwan Society     現代台灣社會   

Instructor:   Mr. Belcher (貝幕敦)

Language of Instruction:  English

Text:  Handouts
教學目標:  Purpose:

 To be able to read and discuss articles about

  1. Contemporary Taiwan society and culture

  2. Contemporary Problems in Taiwan society
   a. what the problems are
   b. what units can help to solve each particular problem
    government
     local
     national
    non-profit organizations
    profit (businesses) organizations
    individuals
   c. possible solutions
   d. the best solution (s)

 To be able to improve one's English skills
  listening
  conversation
  reading

Target students:

 This course is open to all students; however it is more suitable for 
  3rd and 4th year students. Therefore, when selecting this course, 
                  first and second year students should consider whether 
their 
                  English ability is sufficient enough.

Prerequisites:

 Able and willing to converse at a satisfactory level in English
 Able to type in English on a computer
 Able to use e-mail
 Able to search for information on the internet World Wide Web

Teaching objectives:

 Students will be able to comprehend the meaning of headlines in 
  the assigned readings

 Students will become familiar with certainly vocabulary, phrases,
  and sentence patterns in the assigned readings

Teaching methods:

 Conversation:  interaction with the instructor, by preparing questions
    assigned in advance.  

 Readings: explanation by the instructor

Grading:

 Each announced graded activity (oral and written) will count the same 
  amount.  For example, if there are five graded activities, each
  activity will count 20 per cent.

Tentative schedule:



 The topics chosen for discussion will depend on 

                  a. recent articles published in the local English language 
newspapers.
  b. articles in the instructor's research file

 Examples of typical problems in Taiwan society that may be discussed:

  Intellectual Property Rights
   defined
   violations

  National Disasters
   defined
   examples
    Earthquakes
    Floods
    Landslides
    Mudslides

  The aged
   their problems
   their caregivers
 
  Pollution
   air pollution
   water pollution
   visual pollution
    movies
    pornography
    advertisements
 
  Energy
   NIMBY
   types

  Transportation

  Women in modern Taiwan society:  their status

                           In order to make it easy for the instructor to
   contact a student, each student must provide the instructor
   with a free yahoo.com or yahoo.com.tw e-mail address.

   
Attendance: Since you have selected this course, you are urged to attend 
class 
                      regularly.

Attendance will be required

           1. on the days of graded conversation checks/discussions    
           2. on the days of class discussions

Please note:

           As I am not allowed to post my complete syllabus, for further 
details, 
                    please see the syllabus distributed in class during the 
first week. 


