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Course Description: 
The use of English is growing rapidly both in Taiwan and elsewhere in the 
world. Good English skills are necessary for success in almost every field. 
If your English is not good, you will most likely face certain problems in 
your career and sometimes in your everyday life. 
Reading English books, magazines, newspapers, etc. is important for becoming 
fluent in English. To read English well, you must (A) know the correct 
methods and techniques of reading, (B) read regularly and widely, and (C) 
enlarge your English vocabulary. The objective of this course is so that you 
can develop yourself along these lines. It is hoped that, when you finish the 
course, your reading ability will have improved a great deal or, at least, 
you will have become more skilled in reading English.  
  It is import to point out that the ability to read is interrelated to the 
other language skills—speaking, writing and listening. For this reason, this 
course will not consist only of activities related directly to reading. 
Sometimes I will give you assignments that involve listening to and speaking 
English, and your ability to write English will also influence your grades. 
Remember: All the different language skills (listening, speaking, reading and 
writing) must be developed at the same time. None of them should be isolated 
from the others if you want to succeed. 

Teaching Procedures:
  This course covers a lot of material. We will begin by reading the main 
textbook and a short novel. You will have to read each article in the 
textbook and look up the unfamiliar words in the dictionary before the lesson 
is discussed in class. Exercises and tests will be given frequently to make 
sure you do all the homework. From time to time the class will be divided 
into small groups for discussion of the stories and make oral reports.

Textbook and Other Materials:
● College Reading Workshop (main textbook)
●Just Good Friends
●Nothing but the Truth
●Washington Square
●Handouts

All the books are available at the Caves (敦煌) Bookstore on Fu Jen campus. 

Requirements:
1. Attendance: Attendance will be taken and tests given frequently. A student 
will be failed if he or she (1) is absent five times or more, (2) misses 
three tests/ presentations or more, or (3) misses the mid-term exam or final 
exam or both. 
2. Exams and tests: There will be a mid-term exam, a final exam, 
as well as many tests, class presentations and in-class exercises. Tests, 
presentations and exercises will account for 40% of the final grade; the mid-
term exam, 20%; and the final exam, 40%.
3. Photo: There are so many students in the class that I need a photo of each 
one of you to help me remember who is who. You are supposed to turn in a 
recent photo of yourself within two weeks. Write your names (Chinese and 
English), major, and student number on the back of the photo.

Contacting Your Teacher: 
If you have a question, need some help, or have something to discuss with me, 
feel free to talk to me face to face or e-mail me at bruce7674@hotmail.com. I 
will reply as soon as possible.

Suggestions:
1. Write down difficult/important words and phrases in a notebook and review 
them frequently. 
2. Buy a good English dictionary (if you don’t have one yet) and use it as 
often as possible. A good English-to-English dictionary is a must if you 
really want to master English. The following are good dictionaries you should 



consider buying:
  1. Macmillan English Dictionary
  2. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (New Edition)
  3. Webster’s New World College Dictionary 
3. Study hard. If you do, you will sooner or later be rewarded for the hard 
work you do. 
  


