
天主教輔仁大學課程大綱天主教輔仁大學課程大綱

請尊重智慧財產權及著作權，不得非法影印任何有版權的著作請尊重智慧財產權及著作權，不得非法影印任何有版權的著作
Please respect the intellectual property rights and use the materials legally.

課程名稱 
Course Title 英文作文（二）

授課教師 
Instructor 墨 樵

學年度
Academic
year

95 學期
Semester 1

I. Overview.  The purpose of this course is to develop sophistication and 
confidence in written and spoken English, and to prepare you for upper-level 
academic work in the department.  In Composition we cover two basic writing 
modes: comparison/contrast and synthesis.  Synthesis involves the skills of 
paraphrasing, quotation, and citation according to Modern Language 
Association (MLA) style.  This MLA style will form the basis of all your 
future academic writing, beginning with your research report next semester, 
so it is essential to learn it well.  Conversation will complement the 
writing with various presentations and discussion of timely topics.  This 
class will serve as your English-speaking family for the semester.  This is 
not a lecture course:  the emphasis is on everyone’s active participation.   

II. Texts.
Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New 
York: MLA, 2003.
Lannon, John M.  The Writing Process: A Concise Rhetoric, Reader, and 
Handbook. 8th ed. Pearson Longman, 2004.

III. Requirements and Grading.

Composition

--COMPOSITIONS (2).  Typed, double-spaced, 900-1200 words (about 3-4 pages).  
Each composition will focus on a different writing mode: 1) comparison and 
contrast [thesis and outline plus two drafts] and 2) synthesis (paraphrasing, 
quoting, and citing using MLA style) [three drafts].  After the first draft, 
always submit previous drafts with teacher’s comments.  Always submit an up-
to-date thesis and outline with every draft of every essay.  Essays are 
graded according to the following six criteria:  organization, content, 
sentence fluency, word choice, mechanics and spelling, and completeness of 
the writing process.  

--JOURNALS (5).  Typed and double-spaced, 1000-1200 words (4 pages) each.  Do 
a word count on your computer: journals that are too short will receive low 
grades.  Journals should be a place to express yourself less formally than in 
compositions; the standards of organization and completeness are not so high 
in journals as in essays, but the criteria mentioned above—especially 
mechanics and spelling—still matter.  Feel free to write about school or 
other aspects of your life, your thoughts and opinions, or any experiences 
you consider worth recording—but keep in mind that this is not a private 
journal.  This should be fresh, original, informal writing: do not submit or 
revise material from other classes as your Composition journal.  
Approximately 50% (2 pages) of each journal should respond to the following 
assigned topics:
 
Journal 1.  Describe something(s) you would like to accomplish or experience 
in your youth—before you have too many adult responsibilities like a fulltime 
job or marriage and children.

Journal 2.  Do a write-up of your campus tour presentation.  See Presentation 
requirements below.

Journal 3.  If you could change one thing about your family, what would it 
be, and why?

Journal 4.  Write about a strange coincidence you have experienced.

Journal 5.  What is your favorite character in a novel, story, or film, and 
why?

--FINAL EXAM on synthesis skills using MLA style.

Composition format.  All essays and journals must follow the format shown on 
the last page of this syllabus.

Correction symbols.  Information on the correction symbols used for grading 
your assignments available at:  
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http://www.eng.fju.edu.tw/etc/errors/symbols.html

Conversation
--Discussions and various presentations.

--Campus tour presentation (3-4 min.): Tues., Oct. 11.  Choose some place on 
campus (a building, a tree, a statue, a walkway, a view, an eating place, 
etc.) that you like and introduce it to the class, explaining what attracts 
you to this place.  Provide any history if relevant (e.g., when something was 
built or the origin of its name).  Check with your classmates to make sure 
that no two students choose the same topic.

--Christmas exhibit group presentation:  Tues., Dec. 20.  Tentative topics 
include: Origins of Christmas, Santa Claus, Christmas in the Bible, Geography 
of Christmas (places mentioned in the Bible accounts, then and now), 
Christmas Trees (types, how to grow, when to harvest, marketing), Development 
of Christmas Arts, Comparison of Christmas Customs in Two Countries (e.g., 
Iceland and Australia), Chanukah (a Jewish holiday) 
 
Composition
Compositions  50%
Journals   30%
Final exam  20%
Conversation
Presentations  40%
Participation  60% 

Attendance and promptness are essential to this course.  Absences, or 
persistent lateness, will hurt your grade.  Students with more than three 
unexcused absences will fail this course.  If you have been sick and sought 
professional care, please show me the doctor’s certificate and the National 
Health Insurance Card.

IV. Tentative Syllabus.  Additional readings and assignments may be added.

Week Content Assignment
1 Introduction   Conversation 
2 Christmas Exhibit topics assigned Comparison and Contrast Lannon 251-64, 
493-95
3 Thesis Statements   Outlines
 Conversation   Lannon 21-36, 417-19, 444-45
 MLA 1.8.1-1.8.4   Journal 1
4 Comparison and Contrast: Thesis Campus Tour
  Comparison and Contrast, Thesis and Outline 
 Library Orientation 1:30-3:30 Location to be announced 
5 Peer Editing   Comparison and Contrast, Draft 1
6 MLA Style    Individual Conferences
 Journal 2
7 MLA Style    Conversation
 Comparison and Contrast, Draft 2 MLA 5.1-5.6.1
8 Synthesis:  Documentation and Plagiarism
 Conversation: Evaluating Sources MLA 1.6, 2.1-2.8
 Lannon 369-80 
9 Synthesis: Paraphrasing  Midterm Examination
 Christmas Exhibit Preparation
10 Synthesis: Quoting
 Conversation: Synthesis Topics MLA 3.7, 6.4.7
 Journal 3
11 Synthesis: Paraphrasing and Quotation
 Peer Editing
 Christmas Exhibit Preparation
 Synthesis, Draft 1
12 Revising    Individual Conferences
13 Revising    Christmas Exhibit Rehearsal
 Journal 4
14 Christmas Exhibit 1:30-4:30 
15 Exam Practice   Conversation
 Synthesis, Draft 2
16 Exam Practice   Conversation
17 Exam Practice   Conversation
 Synthesis, Final Draft  Journal 5
18 Final Exam 1:30-4:30  Computer lab: location to be announced.
     Bring a disk.
 


