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課程大綱
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(Sophomore) 
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Instructor: Hsin-Hsin Lee 

Class Information: 3:40-5:30 Tuesdays / LA 206
Office Hours: 10:10-12:00 Tuesdays/13:40-15:30 Wednesdays 
(Office: SF122/ Meeting by advance appointment)
Contact No.: (02) 2905-3713 / hhcindylee@pchome.com.tw 

You are welcome to make an appointment with me in advance to discuss any 
questions regarding your study.  There are many ways to reach me.  You can 
call me during my office hours or write me an e-mail to make an appointment.  
You can also leave a message in my mailbox at English Department.  

If you don’t get my prompt response after you leave a message, please don’t 
worry.  I will try my best to get back to you soon.  For any emergency, 
please feel free to contact the department assistant.  Above all, if you have 
any questions, do not hesitate to contact me anytime.  I will be glad to hear 
from you!

?? Course Objectives: 
Public speaking is important to you.  It teaches you how to make a speech - 
how to deliver messages efficiently, clearly and effectively.  No matter you 
would like to become a teacher, an interpreter, an editor, a business 
professional, or a traveler, etc., you all need to explain things, present 
your ideas or even convince people now and then. Your knowledge and skills in 
public speaking will enable you to achieve effective communication for these 
purposes. 

General speaking, after this course, you are expected to sharpen your 
knowledge and skills in public speaking by enhancing verbal skills, improving 
nonverbal skills, and increasing argumentation skills with good organization 
logic.  Although becoming a brilliant public speaker can be difficult, any 
student of this course should at least aim to learn how to express 
himself/herself clearly and coherently in public, which is an essential 
professional skill. 

?? Assessments:
?? Critical Listening Papers 10% 
(During this semester, you are requested to submit two critical listening 
papers.  The requirements of the paper please see working sheets #4 and #5.  
Before mid-term and final examination, listen to at least one English speech 
for writing the paper.  One of the two speeches you listen to can you’re your 
classmate’s; the other one should be delivered by a professional speaker.) 

?? Mini Speeches (5-minute speech): 30%
(After each mini speech, please hand in a copy of planning sheet.  You are 
allowed to bring your note or planning sheet while speaking, so you don’t 
need to be afraid! However, note that ‘reading’ the script throughout your 
speech will bring you a low grade.  Try to learn how to ‘use’ your note 
rather than read it thoroughly.  This principle also applies to other 
examinations.) 

?? Mid-term Examination (6-8 minute speech): 30%
(This is an informative speech.  The quality of content, namely whether it is 
‘informative’ enough, plays an important role in evaluation.  Try to do some 
research for your speech and bring meaningful information to your audiences!)

?? Final Examination (8-10 minute speech): 30%
(This will be a comparison/contrast speech.  You are encouraged to use some 
visual aids to assist your speech.  They can be pictures, posters, photos or 
slide shows, etc.)

For each speech, everyone needs to evaluate at least three of your 
classmates.  In other words, you will receive three peer evaluators’ comments 
when you make a speech.  You will learn a lot from how your audiences think 



about your speech.  Please keep all the peer evaluation sheets carefully 
because the grades will be counted. 

?? Texts: 
Katchen, J. E. (2004). Public Speaking in English for Chinese Students. 
Taipei: Crane. 
(This is a good reference book for any Chinese students who wish to learn 
public speaking well.  Our course content is based on this book and relevant 
chapters are referred in the following timetable.  You are recommended to buy 
and study it as the course proceeds though the purchase is optional.) 

German, K., Gronbeck, B. E., Ehninger, D., Monroe, A. H. (2001) Principles of 
Public Speaking. New York: Longman. 
(This book is mainly designed for American students.  It covers most 
essential issues in public speaking and provides excellent multimedia 
resources and interactive CD-ROM.  This is why it is recommended though the 
purchase is also optional. )

?? Timetable: 
Week Date Topic Notes 
01 9/19 Orientation 
Introduction to Communication (Ch.2) Prepare self-intro. Speech
02 9/26 Verbal Skills (Ch.3)
?H Mini speech 1A (Self-intro.) 
03 10/03 Paralinguistic Skills (Ch. 4)
?H Mini speech 1B 
04 10/10 Holiday 
05 10/17 Nonverbal Skills (Ch. 5) 
Organization and Argumentation Skills (Ch. 6) Review of Ch. 1-6
06 10/24 The Structure of a Speech I (Ch. 7) Practice narration 
07 10/31 The Structure of a Speech II (Ch.7)
?H Mini speech 2A (Narration) Practice narration 
08 11/07 The Informative Speech I (Ch.8)
?H Mini speech 2B Prepare for the midterm 
09 11/14 The Informative Speech II (Ch.8) Prepare for the midterm 
10 11/21 Mid-term Exam A Informative speech
11 11/28 Mid-term Exam B
Critical Listening Paper 1 Due Informative speech
12 12/05 The Process Speech I (Ch. 9) How to do sth.
13 12/12 The Process Speech II (Ch. 9) 
14 12/19 ?H Mini Speech 3 (Process) Process Speech
15 12/26 The Comparison/Contrast Speech I (Ch.10) Practice part to part 
16 01/04 The Comparison/Contrast Speech II Practice whole to whole 
17 01/11 Final Exam A
Critical Listening Paper 2 Due Comparison/Contrast
18 01/18 Final Exam B
 Comparison/Contrast


