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一、 教學目標
 Legal Writing is a course designed for students majoring in law and who 
intend to practice law.  The course deals with the principles of analytical 
and persuasive writing, legal drafting, and document design so that students 
learn to communicate effectively legal information.  Further, students will 
learn how to analyze complex legal questions, to identify the issues, and to 
communicate them intelligibly and effectively both in oral and written forms.  
In addition, so that they know how to research independently legal problems 
and issues, students will be trained to use the basic legal reference tools 
of reporters, annotated codes, digests, and law review journals and will be 
introduced the use of legal services including the electronic WESTLAW and 
LEXIS.
二、課程內容
1. Introduction: sources of law; the court system; concept of stare decisis, 
analyzing and briefing a case
2. Legal research using the legal library of case reporters, annotated codes 
and digests. Usage of precedent, WESTLAW
3. Case brief and analysis; the legal memorandum; legal analysis and 
organization 
4. Principles of effective writing; review of punctuation, word choice, 
grammar and syntax
5. Principles of legal writing: brevity, clarity, simplicity in structure; 
organizing arguments, constructing sentences and paragraphs
6. Matters of form (memorandum, brief, complaint, summons, contracts, will 
and testament, trust instrument rhetorical expressions, exposition and 
argument, legal terms of art)
三、授課方式
 Classes include lectures dealing with the principles of legal writing and 
research and other items of the course’s content, but also heavily relying on 
student initiative in research effort using legal research reference tools, 
including the WESTLAW service. Students are required to draft and rewrite 
several written assignments.  Criticism of students’ assignments are on a one 
on one basis to ensure feedback, understanding and development of the skills 
needed in legal research and writing.  Because the language of instruction is 
English, the professor and students jointly produce a glossary of important 
terms and ideas in legal writing and research.  Likewise, Class notes of 
Legal Writing are periodically issued as the courses progresses.  Basic 
textbooks referred to are Bryan A. Garner’s Legal Writing in Plain English 
(2002), Shapo’s Writing and Analysis in the Law and Neumann’s Legal Reasoning 
and Legal Writing (2001).

四、成績考核
 Since the course deals not only with conceptual matter, but also the 
development of legal skills of research and writing, grading is based on a 
combination of attendance record, timely completion of written assignments, 
and quality of drafting and rewriting.


