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Fall Semester, 2006
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DG 307
Dr. Weaver

Course Objective:
Infectious diseases represent a continuing major public health concern.  This 
class will assess the origins and development of two contemporary infectious 
diseases: AIDS and SARS. We will look at the historical and biological 
dimensions of the outbreak and subsequent contagion of these two diseases in 
order to gain additional insight to their future control and eradication..The 
course objective is to familiarize you with a basic background to the 
diseases of AIDS and SARS – their disease processes, target tissues and 
potential causes and prevention. 

Class Schedule
Date:  Topic        Pages in text
  Part 1: HIV/AIDS
September
20  Introduction to the course and its content
27  History of AIDS outbreak: 1981-1986; 1987-1992     1-18

October
04  History of AIDS outbreak: 2993-2997; 2998-2003  19-44
11  The HIV Life Cycle      45-49
18  The Immune System – An Overview; How the 
                  Immune System Fights   Disease    50-60
25  How HIV Damages the Immune System; The Stages of HIV Disease                                                                          
61-71
November
01                Acute HIV Infections; Overview: Transmission and 
Prevention;
                  Survival of HIV in the Environment    72-79
08          sperceptions About HIV and Its Transmission; The Origins of 
                  AIDS and HIV; The Power of Words    80-90
15  MIDTERM EXAM
22  SARS: Timeline      1-11 
29  SARS: Virology      12-24  
December
06   SARS: Transmission           25-33
13  SARS: Epidemiology           34-47
20  SARS: Prevention           48-65
27  SARS: Diagnostic Tests          66-73

January
03  SARS: Treatment       74-89
10  SARS: Overview and Supplement
17  Final Exam

Course Requirements:
?yClass Participation

This is a seminar styled course which means of course that each weekly class 
meeting will be based on a discussion of assigned readings from the 
text(and/or handouts).  I will give you a list of questions each week for the 
following week’s class.  These will help you to focus and emphasize the 
important aspects of that week’s material.  Your participation in the 
discussion is essential and your performance will be carefully noted because 
I want you to learn to express your ideas orally and in English.

?yOral Presentations(Mid-term and Final)



As one basis to assess your performance in this class I will ask you to 
choose a topic and prepare an English oral presentation at the time of the ?
逅idterm(11/15) and ?逆inal(1/17) examinations.  These presentation topics 
must be within the general topic of environmental pathology.  You should 
choose a topic early on so that you will have adequate time to prepare a 
presentation.
Each topic should demonstrate the following:

 your ability to find and utilize primary sources
 your ability to organize and present your topic

Another source of assessment will be from the weekly classes as I evaluate 
your performance in class.  This will include my assessment of:
 
your participation in class discussion
 your preparedness in discussing the topic
 your ability to help keep the discussion active


