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I. Goals for this course:

         1. To help you overcome any fear you still might have of conversing 
in groups
            ranging from 2 to about 6.
 2. To be able to take part in panel discussions without notes.
 3. To be able to carry on an English conversation on topics on 
              a somewhat more sophisticated level than you may have discussed 
in your first year.
 4. To be able to share your ides with others by giving informal mini-talks 
 5. To provide you with as many in-class speaking opportunities as possible, 
               so you may practice what you have learned.

II. Texts and readings

 As announced. 
 
III. Evaluations

 In this class there is no-mid term or final exam.

Instead, there are a number of “conversation checks,” which range in number,
depending on the number of activities covered in a semester. And in 
principle, each “conversation check” counts the same.
 
Daily grades, which may be announced or unannounced.

 To receive a passing grade for this course, students must maintain a
  satisfactory level of daily participation each week.

 A satisfactory level of daily participation each week means a satisfactory 
level
  of listening (which includes being a good listener, being attentive to the
  content of class discussions, and not talking out of turn), and when
  directed by the teacher, a satisfactory level of reading and of writing
  (e. g., taking notes).

 As this class is a conversation class, when the instructor is discussing a 
topic
  with a student, all other students are to refrain from talking, to be good
  listeners, and are to be attentive to the content of the discussion.

IV. Regular, on-time Attendance
 
 Students are not to miss more than two unexcused hours (two meetings of 
class 
or the equivalent)
 
 Late absences of less than 20 minutes = 1/2 hour absence.

V. Other matters:
 For regulations/requirements, see detailed syllabus distributed in class.

 Vulgar language (profanity) is not allowed in this class at any time.

VI.  Activities, 2nd sem.: See detailed class syllabus distributed in class.
12. Camping Trip.          p. 146
      Your group is going to go on a camping trip.  Your group must decide
      what to take.  But you cannot exceed a specific weight limit.   

13.  Questions about clothing.      p. 90, 93, 94, 97 

14.  Car.           p. 109

15. Time Capsule.        p. 143 # 5 

16.  Present day Taiwan problems.     p. 150-1  
           p. 195-6
  In Taiwan as well as in other places in the world, we live in a 
   hurry-hurry world.  What are the problems you currently
   must deal with?  What are some possible solutions to these
   problems?  Mention the problems that other groups in 
   Taiwan might have,  together with possible solutions.
 
  The most important problem of:

   | your age group (college)  |
   | elderly people    | CAUSES
   | children (jr. and sr. high school) | SOLUTIONS
   | people who are working  |



17.  What is popular in Taiwan at the present time?

18. Describe a situation that made you 
 happy, smile, or that made you laugh
           
19. Describe a lucky day in your life:  
  something good that happened to you that you really 
   hadn't expected to happen to you.

      OR

      Describe an embarrassing experience:  something that unfortunately
  happened to you that you really hadn't expected to happen.

20. An Experience
 a. The first time you _____.
 b. What are you experienced in doing?
   What are you able to do pretty well?
   What do you have confidence in your ability to do?
 c. What are you not able to do well, that you would like 
                          to be able to do well?

21. A Student's Bill of Rights
  
  Teachers have the right to academic freedom---to
   choose the teaching methodology that they want
   to use in the classroom, as long as the methodology is 
   educationally acceptable.

  And, at the same time, in a university, students should be entitled to 
   certain things.
   Example:  access to electronic mail.
22. Current events:  an event that made an impression on you during the past
  twelve months.

23. A Favorite Course you are taking/have taken (in addition to this course)
  
Give the English name of the course.
Describe the course content.
Why do you/did you enjoy the course?
Is the teacher an outstanding teacher?  
If so, explain why by giving some examples of his/her 
teaching techniques.
   
24. English is being taught in Taiwan's elementary schools. 

  Discuss the advantages/disadvantages (pros, cons) of Taiwan students
   beginning to learn English at a rather early age.

  When do you think Taiwan students should begin to learn English?

25. Who am I:  Describe a famous person from either Chinese or non-Chinese
  society in three minutes or less.  See if the class can guess the person's 
  identity.

26. Describe one of the happiest days of your life (preferably the happiest 
day of
 your life).

  How old were you? 
   Where were you?
   What happened?
   Upon reflection, how do you feel about this day now?

27. Describe |your most important possession
  |one of your most important possessions.

28. Describe some qualities of a
  | suitable friend
  | suitable boyfriend/girlfriend
                  | suitable roommate
  | suitable wife/husband

29. Describe the problems you 

  |  are facing in college             |  
  | will probably have to face after you graduate from college | SOLUTIONS?


