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Introduction
English is used extensively as a second language and as an official language 
throughout the world, especially in the Commonwealth of Nations, in countries 
such as in India or South Africa, as well as in many international 
organizations.

Modern English is sometimes described as the world lingua franca and is the 
dominant international language in communications, science, business, 
aviation, entertainment, and diplomacy and also on the Internet.  Because a 
working knowledge of English is required in many fields, professions, and 
occupations, education ministries throughout the world mandate the teaching 
of English to at least a basic level. 

As a graduate student, your English level needs constant upgrading to 
maintain a good level of language performance.  This course is designed to 
assist in the improvement of your English reading comprehension and oral 
communication while using the opportunity to improve your knowledge and 
background in public health.  I have chosen the area of virology and 
communicable diseases as the topic of this class.  We will foxus on the 
following subjects:

Date Class topic          
3/7 Introduction to class
3/14 Smallpox
3/21 Measles
3/28 Poliomyletis
4/4 No Class University Holiday
4/11 Hemorrhagic Fevers
4/18    No class
4/25 Midterm Exam
5/2 Lassa Fever
5/9 Ebola
5/16 Hantavirus
5/23 Mad Cow Disease
5/30 Influenza Virus
6/6 Influenza Virus(Bird Flu)
6/13 Final

Course Requirements: Class Participation.
Each week you will read a brief essay, or portion of an essay, and in the 
class which follows each assigned reading we will meet to discuss the 
assignment.  This will give you the opportunity to improve your oral skill, 
to practice skills in reasoning, and to organize your ideas so as to express 
them skillfully and with confidence.  I will empasize proper pronunciation, 
correct usage and provide hints to improve your English comprehension and 
oral ability.

Course Requirements: Exams
There will be two exams - midterm and final.  At that time you will be given 
a paragraph to read and I will ask you questions about what you have read and 
its meaning.  I will use these opportunity to assess your progress in 
improving your English skills.


