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課程名稱 
Course Title 英文閱讀指導

授課教師 
Instructor 楊如英

學年度
Academic
year

96 學期
Semester 1

課程大綱

English Reading (D-V607-04672)      Mon 13:40-15:30
Instructor: Leonora Yang 楊如英      Rm LA306
E-mail: leonora@mails.fju.edu.tw      Fall 2007

OBJECTIVE

This course aims to help students improve their critical reading and thinking 
skills. Students will read challenging texts that reflect important cultural 
themes and demand critical thinking, analyze the rhetoric and structure of 
arguments, and summarize and critique examples of mature expository and 
argumentative prose.  In an effort to develop students’ skill for working and 
learning together and to expose them to different points of view, group 
projects that emphasize collaborative research, topic exploration, group 
writing and problem solving accompany each reading. Students are encouraged 
to incorporate resources outside the classroom—to search the Internet, 
explore pop-culture sources, interview people, and conduct observations—to 
explore further what they have read.

TEXTBOOK

Goshgarian, Gary.  The Contemporary Reader. 8th ed. New York: Pearson 
Longman, 2005. 

GRADING POLICY

Quizzes, In-Class Participation & Attendance     40%
Midterm Exam      `   30%
Final Exam          30%

REQUIREMENTS

◦ Finish the assigned readings before class.  Doing so will help you get much 
more out of class.
◦ Be on time.  Punctuality is expected of a responsible adult, whether at 
work or at school.  Coming to class late or leaving early will be viewed as 
partial absence.  Two such occasions are counted as one absence.
◦ Attend all class meetings.  If you need to miss a class, inform me within a 
week and submit a request-for-leave slip (請假單).  In addition, if an absence 
is for business leave, you also need to show relevant papers with chops from 
the department or the school.  If it is for sick leave, show the doctor’s 
certificate instead.  Any unexcused absence (absence without informing me or 
not having a good reason) will lower your grade.  
◦ When you have more than 4 absences (excused, unexcused, lateness) in this 
semester, unless you have special reasons for missing so many meeting hours, 
you will fail the course.  
◦ Hand in your assignments on time.  For whatever reason (absence, computer 
break-down, printer malfunction, etc.), late assignments are penalized 10 
points for each day late.  Assignments one week or more late are not 
accepted.
◦ Email: When you email, please make sure to always identify your name, 
student number, and course title in both the subject heading and the file 
name (if a file is attached).

* Group Presentation:
This is an opportunity to give students practice in developing essential 
professional communication skills.
1. In the first class, you will need to form groups of four or five.  Select 
a responsible leader, and hand in your group member list.  
2. Each group will take turns in preparing and performing 1-2 formal 
presentation(s) in the class.  Length of group presentations should not 
exceed about 10 minutes, with another 5 minutes available for questions and 
discussion. 
3. Presenters’ responsibilities:
Aside from the in-class presentation, the responsibilities of the presenters 
also include:
○ E-mail PowerPoint or Word documents to the instructor the week before the 
presentation.
○ Send outline/summary of presentation to the course mailing list 3 days 



before the class. When files are unavailable, bring copies to class.

 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE

No Date Topics
1 Sept 17 Class begins—
2 24 Moon Festival Extended Holiday — no class 
3 Oct 1 Fashion and Flesh
Liz Jones, “What I Think About the Fashion World”
4 8 Fashion and Flesh 
Inside Fashion Industry in The Devil Wears Prada
5  15 Fashion and Flesh 
John Cloud, “Never Too Buff”
6 22 The Family in Flux: Love and Marriage
Rosalind Barnett and Caryl Rivers, “The New Nostalgia” 
7 29 The Family in Flux: Love and Marriage
Marshall Miller and Dorian Solot, “Unmarried Bliss”
8 Nov 5  Advertising: Wanting It, Selling It
Douglas Rushkoff, “A Brand by Any Other Name”
9 12 Mid-term week 
10 19 Advertising: Wanting It, Selling It
In Good Company
11 26 Advertising: Wanting It, Selling It
Trademarks and Brand Logos; 
Group Presentations—A Portfolio of Advertisements
12 Dec 3  Cloning & Our Genetic Future
“Baby, It’s You and You and You”
13 10 Cloning & Our Genetic Future
Gattaca
14  17 Television: For Better or for Worse
Deborah Tannen, “TV’s War of Words”
15 24 Television: For Better or for Worse
Elaine Showalter. “Window on Reality: American Idol and the Search for 
Identity” 
16 31 New Year’s Eve Extended Holiday — no class
17 Jan 7 Television: For Better or for Worse
Group Presentations—debate programs and reality shows
18 14 Final Exam


