
Instructor: Ms. Daphne Shuo-Yin Lin  Class Time: 1:40-3:30 Mondays 
E-Mail: flcg1015@pchome.com.tw  Classroom: LB306 

Course Description – Guided English Reading 

Objectives:  The spring semester of this course aims at exposing you to short fiction and helping you 
enjoy reading it. You are going to voice your initial response to the selected short stories 
with pleasure reading as the primary and analysis as the secondary purpose. To further 
you initial response, you will role-play two of the four selected stories. To help you 
analyze the stories in depth, you will learn to talk about them in terms of the essential 
elements of short fiction—setting, plot, characterization, and theme. In addition to 
reading with pleasure and academic discipline, you will also acquire methods to polish 
your English. 

Requirements: Specific requirements for the spring 2007 semester are as per follows: 
1. On-line Annotations: You are required to read and annotate “Monkey on My Back” 

and “Gold Wings” in the essay site. (The e-texts of the two stories can be found in 
the mode of narration.) Please submit your on-line annotations by the deadlines; late 
submitted annotations will not be graded. Your annotations may include: 
(a) Your emotional and rational responses to any passages or sentences in the text, 
(b) Your opinions, pro or con, about the text, 
(c) Associations with your personal experiences when you are reading the text, 
(d) Points or themes of other texts that you think are relevant to the text you are 

reading, 
(e) Questions about the text you consider worthwhile discussing, 
(f) Language notes (vocabulary, idioms, syntax analyses, etc.). 

2. Role-plays: You are going to work with your group members to role-play two of the 
four stories. If you do not get to play any role in a role-play, you have to take the 
responsibility as the director, script writer, or prop person and give a short speech 
after the role-play is over. You may be required to submit a director’s journal or prop 
person’s notes if your speech is not satisfactory. 

3. Journal Outlines: You are going to write two journal outlines, one each on two of the 
four stories which your group does not role-play. The journal outlines show how you 
are going to analyze the stories if you compose the analytical journals. 

4. Journal: You will choose one of the two journal outlines you have written and 
develop the outline into a well-organized analytical journal. 

5. Language Exercises/Quizzes: Your language exercises may be collected without 
advance notice. Pop quizzes may also be given to check on your effort in improving 
your English skills.  

6. Initiative Participation: Please be prepared for the class/group discussions, raise 
plausible questions to initiate discussion, answer questions without being called on 
to, and voluntarily voice your opinions/response. 

7. Attendance: Please attend class on time. Any late arrival at class will be considered a 
one-hour non-excused absence. In addition, only your immediate relatives’ funerals 
[直系親屬喪假] or school errands [公假] are accepted as excused absences when 
proof is presented. Sick leaves or your own business leaves are non-excused 
absences. Make sure that your non-excused absences do NOT exceed 6 hours; 
otherwise, you fail this course. 

Grading Scale (subject to change):  
2 annotations 20% 
2 journal outlines  10% 
1 journal 10% 
2 role-plays 10% 
Midterm 20% 
Final 20% 
Exercises and pop quizzes 10% 
Q & A 1 point plus per 1 plausible question/answer 

Textbook: Aziz-Canuel, D., Gaetz, L. & Pawsey, R. (Eds.) ( 1997). Reading for the Write Reasons. 
Scarborough, Ontario: Prentice-Hall Regents Canada. (Available at Caves Bookstore, Fu Jen.) 
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Tentative Syllabus – Spring 2007 

Date Class Activities Assignments 

2-26 
(Ms. C. C. Yi is substituting for Daphne.)  
Orientation 
In-class reading: “Lamb to the Slaughter” (pp. 

37-43) 

Finish reading “Lamb to the Slaughter.” 
Do the language exercises on pp. 105-13. 
Prepare to raise comprehension questions. 

3-05 
Q & A: “Lamb to the Slaughter” 
 - Comprehension Questions 
 - The language exercise 
The Structure of a Story Plot (p. 36) 

Answer study questions on pages 43-46, and 
47. 

Do the language exercise on pp. 115-18. 
Prepare to raise discussion questions. 

3-12 
Class Discussion: “Lamb to the Slaughter” 
Structure of the Essay (pp. 46-46) 
Role-play preparation 

Prepare to role-play “Lamb to the 
Slaughter.”* 

Write an analytical journal outline on one of 
the topics on page 47.* 

3-19 Role-plays: “Lamb to the Slaughter” 
Group Discussion: Journal Outline 

Read and annotate “Monkey on My Back” 
on-line. (On-line annotation due by noon of 3/18/2007) 

Do the language exercise on pp. 119-24. 

3-26 
Q & A: “Monkey on My Back” 
 - Questions from your on-line annotations 
 - Impromptu questions 
Discussion: Language Exercises 

Do the language exercise on pp. 125-30. 
Answer the study questions on pages 57-59. 

4-02 
Q & A: the Language Exercise 
Class Discussion: “Monkey on My Back” 
Defining & Analyzing Character (pp. 59-61) 
 - Writing Exercise: A Word-Picture 

Prepare to role-play “Monkey on My Back.” 
Write an outline of a character analysis based 

on the word picture you have created in 
the writing exercise (p. 60). 

4-09 Role-plays: “Monkey on My Back” 
Group Discussion: Journal Outline 

Do the language exercise on pp. 131-36. 
Be prepared for the midterm exam. 

4-16 Midterm Exam 

4-23 
Reading and annotating “Gold Wings” on-line 

(to be done at a computer lab) 
 

Finish reading and annotating “Gold Wings” 
on-line. (Online-annotation due by noon. of 4/28) 

Do the language exercise on pp. 137-141. 

4-30 

Q & A: “Gold Wings” 
 - Questions from your on-line annotations 
 - Impromptu questions 
In-class Writing: Language Exercise, pp. 

151-55 

Keep doing the language exercise to tell the 
differences between English and the 
language of your major. 

Answer the study questions on pages 69-71. 

5-07 
Q & A: the Language Exercise 
Class Discussion: “Gold Wings” 
Analyzing Setting (pp. 71-72) 

Prepare to role-play “Gold Wings.” 
Write an analytical journal outline to answer 

the questions on page 72. 
Read “Bugs.” 

5-14 Role-plays: “Gold Wings” 
Q & A: “Bugs” 

Do the language exercise on pp. 143-49. 
Answer study questions on pages 80-82. 

5-21 
Q & A: The Language Exercise 
Class Discussion: “Bugs” 
Analyzing Theme (pp. 82-83) 

Prepare to role-play “Bugs.” 
Write an analytical journal outline on one of 

the topics on page 83. 

5-28 Role-plays: “Bugs” 
Group Discussion: Journal Outline 

Write an analytical journal on one of the four 
stories. (due on 6/04/2007 in class) 

Be prepared for the final exam. 
6-04 Final Exam 
6-11 Daphne’s Feedback 
*Half of the students will work in groups to role-play the story whereas the other half will each write 

an analytical journal outline. The same policy applies to the other 3 stories. 


