
Freshman Composition & Conversation – Section E 
Spring 2009 

Class Time: Monday, 9:00-12:00 
Classroom: LB302 
Instructor: Daphne Shuo-Yin Lin 
Office Hours: Mon., 2:00-4:30 (SF124, ext. 3676) 
E-Mail: daphcc@gmail.com 
 
Course Objectives: This semester, we continue working together on nurturing conversation 

skills and establishing a solid foundation for academic writing. This semester, we aim at 
developing our daily conversation skills and formal speaking skills that include giving 
persuasive speeches, debating, and giving oral presentations. With regard to composition, 
we will tackle 4 academic writing patterns: summarization, cause-effect analysis, letter 
writing, and persuasion. In addition to the 4 formal patterns, we continue keeping 
journals as a means of our personal expressions. Finally, we keep developing ourselves as 
autonomous learners of English; however, this semester, we will also learn how to work 
on a team to help one and another to learn autonomously. 

Course Requirements: Even though we expect to enjoy learning, we still have to abide by some 
rules in order to guarantee our fun from learning does not turn into a waste. 
Attendance: We all have to keep full attendance. That is, penalties will be given if 

absences and unpunctuality happen. Three times late for the class is considered 
one absence. Three and four absences constitute grounds for a lowered term grade, 
and five or more absences result in a failing grade for the course. 

Participation: Attendance does not mean participation. We all have to be prepared to 
speak up in class and express our opinions in or contribute our ideas to class 
discussions/activities. Lack of participation will be a ground for a lowered grade. 

Deadlines: Deadlines are negotiable before we set them in class discussions. However, 
once we agree on the deadlines, we all have to faithfully keep them. Penalties of 
lowered marks will appear on late papers/journals.  

Assignments: In the Writing class, we each will write 4 papers (P1, P2, P3, P4), with at 
least 3 drafts per paper, and a minimum of 20 journal entries. For the 
Conversation class, in addition to performing several impromptu role-plays, we 
each will give 1 individual 3-minute speech, and participate in 1 role-play, 1 
debate, and 1 group oral presentation. 
     For writing, there is one particular rule for us all to attend to: No plagiarism or 
collusion! We must keep in mind that copying ideas or passages from other 
people’s writing is a taboo. If we need to “borrow” other people’s ideas or written 
passages, we must follow the MLA citation style. Working with others on our 
writing which is then presented as our independent work is also forbidden and, if 
we want to use our writing for another course as an assignment for this course, we 
have to ask for our teachers’ permission in advance. 
     For conversation, we must remember to cooperate with our group members to 
rehearse our role-plays or presentation well in advance and keep our lines or 
speech by heart. That is, we will never read a written draft when giving an oral 



performance. In addition, we will keep Daphne informed if any group members 
do not heed the spirit of teamwork. 

Texts:  In addition to handouts prepared by Daphne, we are still using the textbook we bought for 
this course in Fall 2008. Every now and then, we will also refer to the two reference 
books required by the department. These three books are: 
Blanchard, Karen, and Christine Root. Ready to Write More: From Paragraph to Essay. 

White Plane, NY: Pearson-Longman, 2004.  
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: The 

Modern Language Association of America; Taipei: Bookman [書林], 2003. 
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English: The Living Dictionary. Edinburgh, 

Harlow, UK: Pearson-Longman, 2003.    

Websites: In addition to our class FTP site, we are using two more websites for handouts or as a 
resource site for our independent study. The URL and nature of each site are provided 
below: 
1. Class FTP Site 

a. URL: ftp://cci.instruction.tw 
b. Site Features: Class handouts, Daphne’s PowerPoint presentations, individual 

accounts for homework upload/download, etc. are available on this site. 
2. The Official Site of For Better Or For Worse 

a. URL: http://www.fborfw.com/strip_fix/  
(Archive: http://www.fborfw.com/strip_fix/archives_calendar_seven.php) 

b. Features: This is the online version of the comic series, For Better Or For 
Worse. We will refer to the comic strips on this website every now and then to 
emulate the characters’ dialogue. 

3. The OWL at Purdue 
a. URL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
b. Features: Targeted at independent learners, the Online Writing Lab at Purdue 

University provides resourceful materials for us to develop our writing skills.  
 

Tentative Syllabus 
 
Date Class Activities Homework 

2/16 Orientation & Reviews 
Rewrite the Final Exam of Fall 2008 

Write J1-1 & J1-2.  
Preview Chapter 10. 

2/23 
A Game: Gossiping Around 
Writing Skill: Summarization (pp. 141-145) 
Review: MLA Citation Style 

Write J1-3 & J1-4. 
*J1-4: Summarization exercise 

on pp. 146-147. (J1 due 3/2) 

3/02 
Writing Exchange: Summarization Exercise 
Error Identification (p. 151) 
Comic Strips for Conversation 

Write J2-1. 
Summarize “The Extinction of 

the Dinosaurs” (106-107) – 
P1-1. 

3/09 
Writing Skill: Causes and Effects (pp. 102-108) 
Writing Exchange: P1-1 
Comic Strips for Conversation  

Rewrite P1-1 into P1-2. 
Write J2-2.  



Date Class Activities Homework 

3/16 
Writing Skill: Causes and Effects 

- In-class Writing (pp.109-110) – J2-3 
- Brainstorming into a role-play (pp. 110-111) 

Write P2-1.  
Prepare a role-play. 
(J2 due 3/23) 

3/23 

Role-play  
Mini Conferences: P1-2 
Writing Exchange: P2-1 
In-class writing: J2-4 (Peer Editing Feedback) 

Rewrite P1-2 into P1-3. 
Rewrite P2-1 into P2-2. 

3/30 Comic Strips for Conversation 
Group Discussion: Autonomous Learning Artifacts Write J3-1 & J3-2.  

4/06 Mini Conferences: P2-2 
Group Discussion: Autonomous Learning Artifacts 

Rewrite P2-2 into P2-3. 
Prepare to take midterm exam. 

4/13 Midterms 
Conversation Skill: Persuasion 

Prepare a 3-minute persuasive 
speech. 

Write J3-3. 

4/20 
Persuasive Speech 
Review: Midterm Essay 
Writing Skill: Letters  

Write J3-4. (J3 due 4/27) 
Write P3-1: a persuasion letter 

4/27 
Writing Exchange: P3-1 
In-class Writing: J3-5 (Peer Editing Feedback) 
Group Discussion: Autonomous Learning Artifacts 

Rewrite P3-1 into P3-2. 

Write J4-1 

5/04 

Informal Debates  
Writing Skill: Argumentation 

- In-class writing (pp. 152-153) – J4-2 
- Brainstorming into a debate (pp. 153) 

Prepare a debate. 
Write J4-3. 

5/11 
Debate 
Writing Skill: Argumentation (handouts) 
Comic Strips for Conversation 

Write P3-1. 

(J4 due 5/18) 

5/18 Writing Exchange: P3-1 
In-class Writing: J4-4 (Peer Editing Feedback) Rewrite P3-1 into P3-2. 

5/25 Mini Conferences: P3-2 
Group Discussion: Autonomous Learning Artifacts 

Rewrite P3-2 into P3-3. 
Write J5-1. 

6/01 Group Discussion: Autonomous Learning Artifacts Write J5-2. (J5 due 6/08) 
Prepare a group oral presentation. 

6/08 Group Oral Presentation – J5-3 Prepare to take the final exam. 
6/15 Finals  

Conversation Grading Scale: 
Impromptu role-plays .……………… 30% Rehearsed role-play ……….... 10% 
Speech ……………………………… 10% Debate ………………………. 20% 
Group presentation: Autonomous Learning Artifacts ……………………………… 30%  

Composition Grading Scale: 
Papers ………………………………. 40% Journals …………………….. 20% 
Midterm Essay …………………….... 15% Final Essay ..………………… 15%  


