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Course Syllabus 

Spring 2010 
 

Course Objectives: 
Our major goal is of course to develop ourselves into competent teachers of English reading, and to 
achieve the goal we need to learn from theories and real-life examples in reading instruction.  We will, 
therefore, begin with an overview of theory-based instructional models in reading, then proceed to 
investigate ways of scaffolding our potential students, explore and practice methods/strategies of reading 
instruction, and finally apply it to presenting a term project which we will be constructing over the 
semester.  On completing the course, we will be able to give an overview of the models in reading 
instruction, prepare instructional materials and lesson plans that are both theory -based and inviting, 
explain terms used in reading instruction, and use a variety of pedagogical strategies to teach mini 
reading lessons at different grade levels. 

Methodology: 
The instruction designed for our learning in this course is both inquiry-based and project-based. 
ü Inquiry-based Learning 

We are taking on an inquiry-based approach because we have to answer an important question: How 
are reading instruction models developed in English speaking countries applicable to reading 
instruction in Taiwan?  To find answers to the question, we will investigate a variety of sources and 
explore possibilities provided by other teachers’ real classroom practices. 

ü Project-based Learning  
Project-based learning is a learning approach that starts with an end, goes through phases of 
knowledge and skills acquisition or training, and finalizes with application of the knowledge and skills.  
Several reasons explain why project-based learning best serves us to complete this course.  First, 
we have a clear goal in mind—to be able to teach reading.  Second, we are learning not only 
knowledge but also skills in reading instruction.  Third, we need to apply the knowledge and skills in 
order to be able to transfer what we learn from this course to our teaching practices in the real 
classrooms. 

Courseware: 
We will be using Engsite (http://ce.etweb.fju.edu.tw/engsite/index.asp) as our courseware to watch out for 
weekly announcements, keep track of activities and assignments outlined in each session, access videos 
and handouts in digital format, submit assignments in digital or web format when required to, and explore 
relevant links to extend our knowledge. 

Course Requirements: 
ü Attendance 

We are allowed to take 2 absences at the maximum, for whatever excuses, without receiving a failing 
grade.  (Leaves for department or school assigned tasks are additionally excused if only official 
errand slips [公假單] are provided.)  However, we realize that attendance is important for this 
teacher training course as it will be in the employment.  We therefore understand that any significant 
tardy arrival for or early departure from class is figured as a half absence, 3 absences results in a 
lowered term grade, and four absences or more means a failing grade for the course.  

ü Participation 
We require ourselves to regularly read the assigned text/texts, complete worksheets, write journals, 
and make ourselves fully-prepared to actively engage in class.  We also make sure that we 
represent our group to express group opinions, proposals, and/or conclusions at least 3 times 
throughout the semester.  Last but not least, in turns we play the roles of group leader, scriber, and 
reporter. 

ü Homework 
We understand that it is mandatory to hand in our written homework and present our oral 
assignments on schedule.  We also bear in mind that any late submission or presentation will be 
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commented, but not graded.  In addition, we agree that keeping track of our homework submission is 
neither the instructor's nor our fellow students' responsibility; we are held responsible for ourselves. 

ü Term Project 
We have three options to choose from: (1) microteaching, (2) designing literacy materials for reading 
instruction, and (3) conducting a case study.  At the beginning of the semester, a teacher-student 
conference will be held to help us choose a project that we are interested in doing.  Prior to the 
conference, we decide if we choose to individually work on the project or if we like to make it a group 
project.  If we decide to work individually, we make an appointment for one-on-one conference.  If 
we are determined to work with another two fellow students, we make an appointment for group 
conference.  In addition, if none of the options are appealing, we may propose a new project plan 
and discuss it in the teacher-student conference.  
In the course of instruction, several assignments are geared towards knocking our project into shape. 
Once we have doubts about our project, we will talk to our instructor as soon as possible.  In the end 
of the semester on a day we choose, we will be presenting our project to the whole class and respond 
to our classmates' feedback.  Likewise, when our fellow students are presenting their projects, we 
will ask questions, offer suggestions, and give positive comments. 

ü Portfolio 
In order to shape our project in time, we would be well -advised to collect all of our notes, worksheets, 
journals, lesson plans, instructional materials, etc. and organize them into a portfolio.  Although we 
are not required to submit a portfolio for assessment, we will make an effort to submit one to earn a 
higher grade. 

ü APA Citation Style:  
We will use APA citation style to document sources as it is practiced in language education. 

Text 
ü Course Packet 
ü Printable & Video Materials from Teaching Reading K-2 Workshop. Available at 

http://www.learner.org/resources/series175.html 
ü Printable & Video Materials from Teaching Reading 3-5 Workshop. Available at 

http://www.learner.org/resources/series204.html 

Grading Plan: 
Participation ••• 20% Term Project ••• 30% 
Oral Practices ••• 20% Writing Practices ••• 30% 

Tentative Schedule 

Week Date Modules Topics 
1 2/23 Introduction & Course Overview 
2 3/2 Overview Overview: Reading Models & Instructional Approaches 
3 3/9 Creating a Literate Community 
4 3/16 

Creating a Literacy-Rich Context 
for Learning Creating Contexts for Learning 

5 3/23 Teaching Chinese EFL Learners 
6 3/30 Supporting the ESL/EFL Readers Scaffolding Instruction 
7 4/06 SPRING RECESS – No Class 
8 4/13 Differentiated Instruction Flexible Reading Groups 
9 4/20 Phonics Approach & Sight Word Method 
10 4/27 Fluency Instruction 
11 5/4 

Teaching Word Study & Fluency 
Internship: Practicing Microteaching  

12 5/11 Comprehension Instruction  
13 5/18 Transactional Response 
14 5/25 

Teaching Comprehension & 
Response Internship: Practicing Microteaching 

15 6/1 Kidwatching Methods 
16 6/8 

Using Assessment to Guide 
Instruction Miscue & Miscue Analysis  

17 6/15 Presentations 1-3 
18 6/22 Term Project Presentations Presentations 4-6 

Note: The suggested reading list is available in our courseware. 


