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Composition I and Conversation I, Group D        Spring 2010 
Instructor: Gretchen Lee               Thurs. 9:10-12:00 
Office: SF125                                                Classroom: TBA 
Contact Info: 071808@mail.fju.edu.tw; 02-29053675      
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND DESCRIPTION 
 

Students are expected to come to class on time, meet the deadline for each assignment, and 
participate in the class activities actively to work on their English writing and speaking skills in 
this three-credit required course.  Students will learn  
1) to approach college writing with the right attitude and effective methods 
2) to write well-organized and well-developed essays, to make outlines as well as summaries, 

and to draft letters 
3) to be able to make conversations and express their viewpoints  

 
TEXTBOOK AND REFERENCE BOOKS:  
 

 Ideas & Details: A Guide to College Writing, 5th ed. 
 MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.  
 Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English  
 Handouts will be prepared and distributed in class or made available at iCan.  

 
REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION: SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 

I. Attendance and Punctuality 
Three absences shall result in a failed grade for the course. Arriving late more than three times will 
count as one absence. 
 

II. Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted without discussion. 
A. Composition 

1. Composition and Revision: Three writing modes will be introduced and practiced in this 
semester. Students will have to compose and revise their writings following the 
guidelines given in class. 

2. Basic writing skills and Exercises 
3. Journals (at least 20 entries in total) 

a. Your journals will be read but not corrected. 
b. Length: 250 words at least for each entry 
c. Suggested Topics: A proper title is needed for each entry. 
 summaries, evaluations, and reflections: reading assignments in this class, issues 

you see in songs, on TV, in movies, plays and art works, or readings in 
newspapers and magazines  

 creative writing—poetry, short stories, etc.  
 daily life, learning, adventure, self exploration, etc. 

4. All of your compositions as well as journals should be typewritten on A4-size paper.  
Here are the instructions for the format: 

Font: Times New Roman        Size: 12 
Margin: 1”      Spacing: 1.5” 

5. All assignments should be turned in on time as specified [upload the file to iCan and 
prepare 1 hardcopy] and they will be due again at the end of the semester in a portfolio. 
Please save a copy of all the files and prepare a folder to collect all the printouts. 
 

B. Conversation 
With a strong emphasis on speaking and listening, various activities will be devised to help 
students communicate in English effectively.  Students should come to class ready to 
communicate in English. 
In addition to the assigned activities, students are required to record 2 audio journals.  
They can be audio files or even video clips.  Each entry needs to have a topic and be 
10-minute long. 
 

III. Grading Policy:   
A. Conversation I and Composition I are officially separate courses, with separate grades, but 

they are taught in combination, as languages skills cannot really be compartmentalized. 
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According to English Dept. regulations, a student who fails one of these courses must repeat 
them both; a student who fails any one semester must repeat the whole year.  Adequate 
speaking and writing skills in English are crucial to success in this department. 

B. Plagiarism of any kind or cheating leads to a failing grade.  
 

Composition Conversation 
Journals                            20% Story-telling Contest                  10% 

Compositions with revisions           40% 
Assignments and Exercises            15% 
Midterm and Final Exams             25% 

Class Participation                     45% 
Role-play and Presentations            25% 
Midterm and Final Exams              20% 

 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: 

Weeks and Dates Topics 

1. 2/25 Course Overview 

2. 3/4 MLA Citation; Summary 
Writing 

Film Discussion 

3. 3/11 Paraphrasing, Note-taking, and 
Summarizing skills 

Story Telling 

4. 3/18 

Cause and Effect 
Congratulations, Regrets, and 
Apologies 

5. 3/25 

6. 4/1 

7. 4/8 
Language Review Complaints and Excuses  

8. 4/15 

9. 4/22 Midterm Exams  

10. 4/29 

Persuasion Talk Show and News 

Broadcasting 

11. 5/6 

12. 5/13 

13. 5/20 Language Review 

14. 5/27 
Letter Writing Future Plan 

15. 6/3 

16. 6/10 Final Exam-Conversation 

17. 6/17 Final Exam-Composition  

 


